Worksheet with the Required Tasks to Prepare for A-Level Literature at DWHS
Complete both Part A and Part B - 3 questions per section

	Part A - Gothic Conventions

	1. Research the Gothic Period in Literature. Identify the central tropes (=recurring themes and motifs) and list them below.

	
























	2. Read the narrative “The Fall of the House of Usher” by Edgar Allan Poe (linked here). Annotate it for examples of Gothic Tropes

	3. Read through these linked 12 examples of critical lenses for literary study. Select one and use it for an interpretation of Poe’s story. How does your chosen lens alter or enhance your understanding of the narrative? (200-300 words on a separate piece of paper).






	Part B - Shakespeare Context

	1. Watch this video about philosophical changes in the time leading up to Shakespeare writing Hamlet. Focus particularly on the second half of the video.	

	2. Summarise your understanding of the following:

	a. Concerns about succession after Elizabeth’s death
	







	b. The Geographical Revolution
	







	c. The Cosmological Revolution
	







	d. The Theological Revolution
	







	3. Write a diary entry from the perspective of a rural farmer living in the interior of England around the year 1600. In the diary your farmer will comment on his/her internal confusion about the state of the world. caused by the recent changes in philosophy. (200-300 words on a separate piece of paper).



