Starting A Level Sciences – the transition from Year 11 to Year 12

Make no mistake – all A Level science subjects are very demanding!
Whilst you may well have found that studying GCSE science – even achieving a high grade – did not require that much effort, that is never the case at A Level. Even the most able students have to work very hard to achieve top grades.
It is therefore to your advantage to make the strongest start possible, from the very first lesson in Year 12, and to sustain a determined effort throughout the course. 
If you did not do Triple Science at GCSE, you will particularly need to ‘top up’ your knowledge in the areas that were not covered in Combined Science; please make the effort to do so, making use of available GCSE resources.

For each science A Level there is a transition booklet with a number of tasks that should hopefully help set you off to a strong start:
· Biology Transition.pdf
· Chemistry Transition.pdf
· Physics Transition.pdf

Each of these is in three main sections:
· Recap/extension of GCSE content
· Some material to help set you up for the first topic. Once you start, and throughout the course, you will be given prep learning tasks that similarly warm you up prior to starting each new topic. 
· Some individual research based on a topic of your choice (some suggested examples are given). Please prepare a short written document and then use this as the basis to prepare a short verbal presentation to your class in September.

Completion of the first two sections requires you to complete some written tasks, which you will be able to self-mark in September; this will help you to identify and strengthen the knowledge and skills that you need at the outset. Completion of the third will demonstrate your interest/commitment for the subject, plus challenge your ability to summarise information succinctly for both written and oral presentation.

Success at A Level is largely down to your motivation and hard work. Make sure that starts now!
